Hitt—English 304

Remaining Objective during Primary Research
We do primary research to get answers that will help us for some greater purpose. For example, you all will be doing primary research to support the recommendations that you create for your Formal Collaborative Reports. Because we go into research with an idea of what answers we would like to receive, it is easy to become subjective and biased when looking for those answers.

Interviews
It is important to let the interviewee do most of the talking and for you to stay objective. You should not offer your opinions on the subject because it could affect the interviewee’s opinions. Also, you should ask questions that are clear and allow for more than a “yes” or “no” answer.

Please consider the following questions and re-write them for clarity and objectivity:

1. Do you think the new campus smoking policy is as bad as everyone says it is?
2. If you were in a coaching position, do you think you would make the same mistakes as Coach Stewart?

3. Do you think the actions of Representative Anthony Weiner represent a larger national trend of the dangers of social media and the necessity of people in positions of authority to act more responsibly with their online presences? 

4. Is there enough money to complete a sidewalk overhaul in Morgantown that would allow more people to walk safely to and from campus?

Questionnaires
Like interviews, questionnaires can be great tools to gather outside information. Keep in mind, though, that questionnaire results can be slanted in favor of those who have strong opinions and choose to answer the questionnaire, so questions should be kept as objectively as possible. Different than an interview, a questionnaire should allow responders to answer with a “yes” or “no” or by checking or circling a choice among several options. 

Please consider the following questions and re-write them for brevity and objectivity:

1. Would you prefer the freedom of a four-day workweek?
2. Please circle the reason why you choose to park downtown: 



convenience

laziness


saves time

more dependable than public transit

3. How often do you eat fast food, and why do you choose it over home-cooked meals?

4. If there were more support in Morgantown, would you care about environmental issues?
