Reading Quiz on Chapter 6—“Research Your Subject”
1. Primary Research: the gathering of raw data from such sources as firsthand experience, interviews, direct observations, and questionnaires. 149

2.  Examples of primary research:

Experience: If your research topic deals with something familiar, you may already know enough to get started. Making a rough outline can let you see how much you already know.

Interview: The process of speaking with an expert on the subject; this includes determining the proper person to interview, preparing for and conducting it, and expanding your notes.

Observation: The act of visiting a location in order to gain information about how a process or procedure works or how a group interacts.

Questionnaire: A series of questions on a particular topic, sent out to a number of people beyond those you have interviewed.

3.  Secondary Research: Evaluations or compilations of primary sources.

4.  Examples of secondary research:

· books

· articles

· reports

· web documents

· online forums

· A/V recordings

· podcasts

· business letters

· meeting minutes

· operating manuals

· brochures

· graphs and diagrams
5. Four criteria used to evaluate any source:  

Authority: Consider an author’s reputation, qualifications, and sponsors.

Accuracy: Check for citations, background information, and appropriate methodologies.

Bias: Consider how context reveals the author’s knowledge and stance on the topic.

Currency: Consider whether the document has a publication or “last updated” date, gives dates showing when information when gathered, or gives information about new material. 

Transportation and Parking: PRT
Facebook: WVU PRT
The Personal Rapid Transit Boondoggle
6. Direct quotation: A word-for-word copy of the text of an original source. Choose direct quotations carefully and use them sparingly. 


An indirect quotation is a paraphrased version of an original text.


Three ellipsis points within a sentence indicate deletions or omissions.


When it is necessary to insert a clarifying comment within quoted material, use brackets.


When quoted material contains an obvious error or might be questioned, use [sic]. 

Paraphrasing: The restating or rewriting in your own words the essential ideas of another writer. Strive to put the original ideas into your own words without distorting them.

Summarizing: A condensed version, in your own words, of an original passage. Summaries present only the essential ideas or conclusions of the original and are shorter than paraphrases. 
